Ladies and gentlemen, the past day and a half has been an intensive teach-in for all of us, not only about what is happening here in South Africa, but about many other aspects of the precious metals business. I certainly feel that our time has been well spent here and I hope you do too. We now come to our final session, where we will be addressing some general issues relating to the industry here in Africa and also perceptions about precious metals held by those outside the market.
Our first speaker is the Right Honourable Paul Boateng, the British High Commissioner to South Africa. Those of us in the UK need no introduction to Paul Boateng. In fact, from the day he was elected as a Labour MP in 1987, he became well known for his eloquence and advocacy of a number of causes. Having gained experience in opposition, including being Labour spokesman on Treasury and Economic Affairs, he served in the Labour Government as Chief Secretary to the Treasury and as Deputy Home Secretary. Mr Boateng is going to speak on a subject about which he has for some time been particularly interested, the private sector's role in the development of the African economy. *** Our next speaker is Tim Wood, the Editor and General Manager of Resource Investor. As well as a wealth of experience in the media, both here in South Africa and in North America, Tim's previous experience includes a stint at the Chamber of Mines, where he served as a Public Policy Analyst and as adjutant to the Chief Executive. Tim took degrees in international relations and business administration at Wits University following a period of compulsory military service. As well as focusing on mining, finance and investment, he has also been an investigative journalist of note, most famously in uncovering the secret audits of the UN Oil for Food Programme.
We now look forward to hearing Tim's views on media perceptions of the precious metals industry. *** Our last speaker of the Conference is Kamal Naqvi, who has recently been appointed as Director of Institutional Fund Sales at Barclays Capital. Kamal, of course, needs no introduction to this audience. He is well know for his trenchant analysis of the commodities markets, especially those involving precious metals, first at Macquarie Bank in London and later at Barclays. Previously he worked for CRU International as part of the lead/zinc and precious metals teams.
Kamal has been Chairman of the LBMA Public Affairs Committee for the past four years and has, therefore, contributed more than anyone to the development of our Conference in this period. Kamal is now going to give us, in his inimitable fashion, a summary of the main points arising from the last day and half's discussions. *** Thank you very much, Kamal; fantastic fun, as always.
Lastly, I would like to thank the panel. I would also like to thank Martin Stokes for deputising for me yesterday, and Stewart and his colleagues for the excellent work they have done behind the scenes. And, of course, I want to thank you for your participation and your time. I hope you have found it very useful over the last couple of days. I think it has been an excellent event -our hosts have been absolutely fantastic and very supportive. We look forward, as Kamal said, to seeing you in Montreux next year. ■
